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On top of the world

Ros and Allstar crowned world eventing champions after epic finale

byChirisHarty
chrisharbyjpress.couk

Ros Canter produceda
stunning performance to
becrowned eventing world
championinthe United
States on Monday evening.

A clear round in the tense
show jumping finale was
enough for the Hallington
riderand hermount Allstar
Btotakethe individual title
and anchor the Great Brit-
ain to team gold.

Tension mounted in
Tryon, North Carolina,
with Canter heading into
the show jumping arena
placed second after dres-
sage and crosscountry.

Going out as the penul-
timate rider she needed a
elearround to maintain her
position,and nomore than
one fence down to clinch
team gold for Britain for
thesixth time.

The Lincolnshire com-
bination showed nerves of
steel to go clear under in-
tense pressure and seal, at
least, the silver medal.

It seemed the 32-year-
old would have tosettle for
second-best as overnight
leader Ingrid Klimkelooked
destined for a clear round.

But there was agony for
the German when her horse
SAP Hale BobOLDelippeda
railonthe final fence to pro-
mote Canterintogoldinthe
most dramatic of finales,

“Idon’tthinkitssunkin,
Ican't believe it,” said Can-
ter, who became only the
fifth Briton tobecomeworld
eventing champion.

“Allstar Bwasabsolutely
amazing, hewasanabsolute
hero, Thadanamazingexpe-
rienceinthere.

“Tkeptsaying[tomyself]
Jjustlet him do his job, and
I'm so proud, he’sjust phe-
nomenal.

“There were quite a few
tears when I found out,

whichisn't normal for me.”

Allstar B took little time
in adapting to the heat on
hisfirsttriptothe USA,and
pulled off a mistake-free
dressage test tosit third on
24.6.

On Saturday’s cross
country all of Britain's rid-
ers went clear around the
crosscountry coursetoele-
vatethe teamintogold med-
al position and Canter into
second place.

They were given an extra
daytowithstandanynerves
when Sunday’s showjump-
ing was postponed for 24
hours as Hurricane Flor-
ence approached.

By the time Canter en-
tered the arena, she had a
fence in hand tosecure the
team gold, but only a clear
would keep her ahead of
Irish rider Padraig McCa-
rthy.
But they kept their cool
to become only the fourth
British combination ever
towinworld eventing team

and individual gold - and
thefirstsince1986todothe
double.

Ithasbeenasensational
rise for the horse and rider
who made their four-star
debut just three years ago.

A fifth-place finish at
Badmintonearnedaninter-
national debut at last year’s
European Championships
where they were the high-
est-placed British finishers
infifth.

Andinjusti3monthsthe
pair have sprung to the top
oftheworld, withthe Tokyo
Olympiesinlwoyearsatan-
talising prospect.

“I'sasurreal day forme,”
she added. “I'm proud for
my country and excited for
the whole team around me
and everyone who's put so
much into this.

“It'sjustthemostincred-
ible feeling.

“The team around us
is just phenomenal. They
make the dream come true
really.”



