Ros Canter (second right) with her gold-medal winningteam

CANTER MAKES
ALL-STAR DEBUT

Rider secures top five finish at European Championships

by Chris Harby
chris harby@jpress.co.uk

Eventrider Ros Canter
stormed onto the elite in-
ternational stage by helping
Great Britain to their first Eu-
ropean Championships team
goldmedalin eightyears.
The Hallington rider justi-
fied the British selectors’
faith to include her in the
four-strong team for the
European Eventing Cham-
pionships with a nerveless
performance with Allstar B
in Strzegom, Poland.
Canter and Allstar Bwere

trusted to make their senior
international debut on one
of the biggest stages in the
sport - the championships
are on a par with the Olym-
pies and World Equestrian
Games.

The 31-year-old scored a
personal bestwith Albyinthe
dressage phase to lie in 15th
place ahead of cross country
day as Britainmoved intosec-
ond behind Germany.

The pair then stormed
clear round a testing course,
andjust four secondsoverthe
optimum time, to propel her
intothetop1o,ineighth,indi-
vidually, as Britain moved to
the top of the team standings.

“It feels amazine: [ owe so

much to Alby,” said Canter af-
ter her round.

“He’s a big strong horse,
and he always makesmework
hard, but he’s so honest and
such an amazingjumper.

“I'mdelighted;he’sjust the
most phenomenal horse.”

The Lincolnshire rider
thenshowed why she finished
notjust fifth at thisyear’s Bad-
minton Horse Trials, but also
asthebest Britishandleading
lady rider at just her second
attempt.

Holding her nerve, Can-
ter guided Alby to a flawless
clear round in the final show

jumping phase,movingherup
to fifth individually and help-
ine Team GBsecure their first

team gold medal at the cham-
pionships since 2009.

Team-mate Nicola Wilson
won bronze, while Tina Cook
was fourth, and Gemma Tat-
tersall eighth as GB finished
nine faults clear of runners-
up Germany (123.0)and ahuge
35aheadof bronze medallists
Sweden.

Beforeheadinghome, Can-
ter tried to reflect on her ex-
perience.

“I don’t think it's really
sunkinyet,” sheadded.

“It’s so exciting to have
been part of this team, with
all their experience around
me,andit'ssospecial forusall.

“The excitement of it all is
just amazine.”



