Golden Brits
theodds

Great Britain pulls off a sensational

team gold for the first time in seven
years, while Nicola Wilson lands an
emotional first individual medal

European Eventing
-

By AIMICLARK

Poland

SEVEN years after Great Britain’s
last senior eventing gold L
ateam riding under the Union
flag finally climbed back on to
the top step of the podium after
aspine- ing week of personal
s devmintion sad
surprising form upsets.

Nicola Wilson (Bulana), Tina
Cook (Billy The Red) and Ros
Canter (Allstar B) — together
with pathfinder Oliver Townend

end, led by Nicola, who won
Ter first individual medal,a
precious bronze.

Rapturous applause followed
her out of the main arena and
into the collecting ring, where an
endless stream of tearful people
flooded to congratulate the
British team.

“I'm still pinchis i

(Ros) and another, Oliver, who
was back on the team after a 10-
year absence. So sceptics could be

e and
chef d'équipe l\uhard Waygood's
new reign.
Although the stage lacked
the likes of Australia and New
Zealand, Britain had to contend
with Germany, the defending
Etiun,hilnsc imsglc:om

ropean team gold run
started way backin 2011, not
fwsemn; the mgmu Olympic

Both nations ﬁrJdcd fourof
their smartest horses and riders,
bt France bombed in the second
phase and Germany had to settle
for silver when Bettina Hoy —
who had set a new individual
d in the first

smiled Nicola. “This is a dream.
Bulana has been a superstar all
‘weck; she's such a good friend to
me and I'm honotred to ride her”
Team GB hadn't won gold
sinee William Fox-Pitt, Mary
King, Tina Cook and Nicola
Wilson's World Equestrian Games
\iclnrym Kentucky in mlo

phase — had a cross-countey fall

‘They did, though, seta
world record collective dressage
seore, which provided room to
count a score with 20 eross-
country jumping faulis, so that
Ingrid Klimke (Horseware
Hale Bob OLD), Michael Jung
(FischerRocana FST)and Julia

i D Thot)

c\mﬂxlmtm that: in 2009 at
Fontaineblean, where Tina also
took individual honours.

“This time, Britain fielded
four horses contesting their first
championship, an unproven
Jjockey making her senior debut

Oliver Townend, Nicola Wilson, Ros Canter and Tina Cook win gold

could still take silver,

Swedon claimed bronze. They
were the only nation to finish with
four team ricers and all four —

Sara Algotsson Ostholt (Reality

39), Louise Svensson Jihde
(Wieloch's Utah Sun), Niklas

24 Avgusd 2087 I{om&llm:&oi *

Lindbiick {Focus Filiocus) and
Ludwig Svennerstil (Paramount
Importance) — featured in the

ABRITISH BATTLE
BRITAIN'S female trio each

pulled off personal bests in the
lmnmnnwpulthelﬂm in

the hunt in bronze posi

:h\sum mdﬁ-wlhmlhcy
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The story

Tt really exciting, not just for me but everyone on
the team and behind the scenes’

ROS CANTER ON GREAT BRITAIN'S TEAM VICTORY

demanding grisly determination Nicola Wilson's shiny individual AN Appear

and quick-thinking reactionsto medal after she finished third, because shels keen.

hold their charges on mng behind Ingrid Klimke and “It's all in her head and we've

lines moved the teamuptogold,  Michael Jung. worked at slowing things down in

bvfmdnyseiwddotyﬂlhdlm She partnered her Luhmiihlen  her mind,” said Nicela. “She has

de?mshwjumphgdm OCI-G‘ runner-up Bulana, an tons of abillity but doesn't act like
g to James a princess. She's getting better in

meimancmpmms.l and.lul.!mbcﬂ. every competition.”

penalties in han Nicola often uses the word “Tina Cook has produced

mwkmsmppedoﬂby felsty to describe Bulana, who Elisabeth Murdoch and Keith

“Tyson's fourth-placed B‘I’I_v'l'lw we're probably not the perfect
Red to be a champi match,”said Ros of the 12-year-
and he was Britain's trav I[n; old she has produced from
in Rio, but she confessed Jiate. “16s really exciting
that after missi: aplace [to be in gold], not just for mebut
at the past two championshi ¥ h d behind
she'dwondered if she'd everbeon  the scenes.”
ateamagain. Oliver became the discard
I vwas think chen Cooley SRS glanced
but 1 lowve fn@l i W,

s country and getting a you a H
:&uonmmmuh?uﬂl B withdrawn ahead of the final
hopefully b horse dueto a minor
ahead of him Imtpsmc)oung. leg injury, but his fact-finding

=aid Tina of the 10-year-0ld, a
top-10 finisher at both Badminton
and Pau.

Ros Canter’s performance
riding her own and Caroline
Moores Allstar B was superior
to that of many of the
contenders around her. The pair,
fifth and best Brits at Badminton,
delivered the first British
«cross-country clear on Saturday
morning and pulled off a stylish
showjumping clear.

“T'm 58t 2in and he's 17hh so

mission as team
proved invaluable,

“I knew he wasn't established
enough to be an individual medal
contender, but hoped to deliver
useful information back tothe
team,” said Oliver.

DISAPPOINTMENT FOR
TWO BRITS

‘GEMMA TATTERSALL and
Quicklook V ran as individuals,
some questioning why their recent
form — they won the Chatsworth

home Focus Filiocus with only
time-faults (8.4) to add.

“It’s hard work out there,”
admitted a red-faced Niklas.
“Technical and twisty isn't the
favourite for my horse and he had
to work hard. He lost his back legs
several times and that
Ihe air oat of him a bit”

Allstar B gal
from the siannm- hﬂ
a clear round nslnedm

Eritain’s hopes foramedal Ros

Canter collected the eager horse
carly for fence four and kept him
on his line using every ounce

of strength. They pulled off a
confident dlear round from there
to finish with enly 1.6 time-faults,

Ros was ::?h
between Sa and 8b, and she set
off with larger studs in than
originally planned after watching
50 many slip.

“He's always good on his fiet
and he didn't slip at all,” she said,
“The fences come up on you so
fast. IVs the sort of course that can
make a horse strong and there
::‘?:“m niaigwwnhm back,

1t he's got a big galloping stride
and can make that time up™

HOY CRASHES OUT
SEIGNEUR MEDICOTT Jeft the
startbox three horses later and
was hampered by a lost shoe

on. He didn't look confident on
the ground and despite Bettina
Hoy working hard to keep the

There are exhilarating highs and disappointing lows in the
final phase, where Britain maintain their grip on gold

ASUNhT&mdaybmnutha
in theair, hile lying 11th.
which would only become more \\‘nlnleqSRSwluf
the jing for Great Bnmn.
sl phase 1 et I
[nvu‘;ul..ssi;mesm female trio tosecure 3 final score
forward toshowjump after four for the team — and they couldn't
were withdravn overnight and afford more than two fences down
three mnﬂl;ul]fpmsrundw - bmntwjfcheyumledm
The only well-placed casualty Justas she had the previous

nmlwentonaohuﬁmherm
fences, Asa result, they slipped six
places to ninth and Nicola Wilsen
moved up to individual bronee.
 Gemma Tattersall was visibly

fall three places to eighth. But

%mpoﬂdﬂosl}lmrlvm
a perfect round on Allstar B

was Pawel Spisak’s Banderas day, Ros Canter remained cool great pairing — a. roul Il‘sﬁm-nnllbﬂulhd
and a elear round
for Poland, who was sent to and composed todeliver aperfect  would have left them just outside
clc:rahnudfslll& the individual medals in fourth. qullcmumptmdh:c clear —
. Coneerned glances were Bobby”™ second part
Final standings exchanged around the collecting ~ GERMAN ONE-TWO of the Joubioat 8ot e
ring when Billy The Red, whom YOU wouldn't bet against effective. When she landed after
Team Tina maintains is naturally spooky  Michael Jung pulling off a clear the last, all 12 fences still in their
‘E’fé B I:»ee‘.um:L nmlled;u,r roar an;mndl off s thr?eﬂgiig&mﬂ
A ol ul a ng ng off an oxer at seven, in t
Lol Great Britain crowd and at fiest napped away FischerRocana FST finished owldn d back the tears.
- & Germat from the entrance. Once inside,  penalty-free. “T'm just 50, 50 proud and
¢ el X o s re on e
ny he relaxed and, other than lightly “This piled pressur pleased because Bobby has don
e rubbing five — white rails above a In;nd Khmh: rnrmmlhc awonderful job in all three
3% @ Sweden T dafoot- hash i I 24 o such
oct clear, of anemesisin the aspecial borse tome and now he
lndiuidu_a_l_ S Sotoodid Bulana, meaning She led Badminton on this has fulfilled my dream.”
& began inthe British  horse this year, but lost the title There were 15 clear rounds in
* HorsowreHseBooOLD p when Hale Bob total and 16 horses exceeded the
mn_wmped.{}oldwasm thebag.  kicked out three showjumps and time. Germany remained in silver
(GERY
SaraAlsmmnOsthoh.the mﬁm&uum Iowiml up ninth, and the Swedes held on to bronze,
(@ Michael Jung cn i ilver medallist in of none of the remaining 10 nations i
FischerRocana FST(GER) London, whomnmiymmduut t!mﬁmlphmml shmyihly I d r )
£ Nicola Wilsonon ::fuhd she los l coll
Bulana(GER) 39 looked comfortable tl!e individual European titlc And so Great Britain %
until the three-bar spread at fence  with a cricket score. Itwasn't celebrated three magical
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Individual scores

Horse & rider —* denotes a team rider

Team scores
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‘Bettina Hoy was sensational’

Sue Baxter explains how the arena allowed horses to show their best work

nregblo o dne T g
ineredible two days and the him cights.
standard was higher than [ Sweden’s Ludwig
expected. Us thereisa Many struggle with the walk Svennerstal’s Paramount
bigger discrep b pi The test asks Importance.
the top nations and the lesser-  ridersto move from medium to -Ostholt’s Reality 29
known ones, but thearena here  collected walk, but few manage im| with their flexibility
let everyone show their best. tocollect the energy rather than of crossing in the trot
had just slowing d the agil half-passes. I put Sara second
the surfa dth and i because you have to reward
atmosphere brought out is affected and horses get stuck, that self-carriage, lightness and
positive energy rather pwtm'svn widebehind, harmony when you see it from
tension. Competitors felt they 1 gave Bettina and the side.
could ride boldly, rather MMIenimlme.Olhels 1liked their team-mate
just managing the situation, st focus on th Louise Svensson Jihdes
Bettina Hoy wasin aclassof  training tool b T3 it Wieloch's Utah Sun too. It
her gwn — she was sensational  that would teach them about the energy, balance was great 1o see such a good
and it’s good for the sport to flexibility of the hindlegs and a 15} Overall, Ros onahnmew:thhg
sce that quality of training, taking weight on them. This ble to ride with vhich oft
Her transitions were: would make it easier to produce her in aloss of bal: ol the
i icott showed self-  the collecting transitionsafter  first championship andshehas  horse getting tight in the neck.
iage and expression. Igave  the extended canter and before npaalronmowr towardsa Louise is training him well.
‘her 10 for ded h i ing ch winning 1 was surprised Pietro
‘her final halt and her riding. Thad of ﬁnmgul!.il.sdilﬁwllw Roman did so well (18th with
THEVITAL o e g lghuovards o butohen a1 nenember Barraduffiad
st i t you, but ago,
MOVEMENTS through the back andieck, ﬁ:ﬁcpsmmslmn. movement, but lacked natural
SOME movements are fr the should Many i He'sd
i training. and by Some inthe first halt — they showed  fantastic job improving that.
let themselves down in the trot steps rather than geing Gemma Trttersall had very
i et hesrpentnc e the  Jongvas bpongthoseube.  anddilnfosanymak: o
tm 2t the European marred the serpentine Jung was idn't k
e 2 “;wm first extended canter and the 'back in the i get a higher she now
21 the 2015 Europeans ot final halt after the second. Imlumamaﬂmfﬁvcbm needs to unleash Quicklook Vs
1 gave Ros Canter nines the other judges couldn’t see power. H&H




