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Srits take astrong second
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By Catherine Austen

THE German “A"team swept to
victoryinthelatest round of the
Nations Cup series, but Britain's
considerably less experienced
squad putup strong
performances to take an
honourable second.

And Nicky Roncoroni made the
drive from Gloucestershire to
Poland doubly worthwhile witha
wininthe CCI3*on Stonedge.

Michael Jung spearheaded the
German teamand cruisedtoan
individual CICO3*winon his
Olympic, world and European
champion La Biosthetique-Sam
FBW.They had eight marks in
hand after the dressage, scoring
33.8pen, and added 1.6 cross-
country time-faults for 35.4.

The Germanteammade upthe
topfourafter dressage: Julia
Krajewski (London-ReturnOLD,
40.8), Sandra Auffarth (Opgun
Louvo,41.4) and Dirk Schrade
(Hop And Skip,43.2).

ButBritain’s Sarah Bullimore
and Resalind Canter filled fifth
andsixthonValentinoVand
Zenshera, scoring 44.6and 45.
The remaining membersof the
team layin 2lst (Katy Hurstand
Weston|V)and 23rd (Nicky
Roncoroni and Watts Burn).

This gave the Brits second over
the Netherlands, withItaly third,
Denmarkfifth and Poland sixth,

Julia Krajewski dropped out of
the reckoning with two stops.
across countryatfence 21,a
skinny coming out of the water.
Dirk was one of three inside the
time cross-country and, after
showjumpingclear, pulledup to
second. Sandrafinished third
with2.8time-faults.

Three of the British team

Michael Jung
dominates

MICHAEL JUNG wonevery class he
entered at Strzegom. As well as the
CICO3* on Sam (right), he tock the
CIC*with the eight-year-old
Stravinsky xx stallion Der Dante, and
wasfirstand secondin the CIC2* on
FischerTakinouand Leopin FST.

jumpeddouble clears. Only Nicky
Roncoroni,whose Watts Burnwas
tackling his first CIC3* had 20pen
across country when Nicky lost
her steeringintoaright-handed
turntowards the end of the track.

Sarahandthe Dutch
warmblood ValentinoV, the only
pairwith four-star experience,
took fifth. Rosalind Canter and her
10-year-old Zenshera by Quidam
finished sixth. Nations Cup
debutants Katy Hurst and Weston
IV — part of Britain's teamat the
European CIC2* Championships
last year —were eleventhhour
additions tothe squad, only
getting the call-up two days before
the event. They really stepped up
tothe marktofinisheighth.

“lwasplanningtogoto
Hopetoun, but luckily | have very
understanding owners who didn't
wantme tomiss the opportunity.”
said Katy.

“Inour eyes, we'vewon,”
laughed Sarah."Realistically, we
were never going tobeatthe
Germansontheirtop horses, but
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While the 15-year-old Leopin has jumped round a couple of four-stars,
FischerTakinou, a seven-year-old gelding by Jaguar Mail,is a new ride for
Michael this season and was doing his first two-star. All three winners

finished on scores under 40,

wehad afabteamand everyone
willhave learnt alot.”
Teammanager Philip Surl said:
“There were solid performances
fromeveryone. It definitely ranks
asone of our best Nations Cup
performances to date againsta
verystrong Germanteam.”

S CCI3*

NICKY was delighted towin the
CCI3*with her mother Janey's
Stonedge after blips across
country at Chatsworthand
Bramham.

“He had 18 months offwith
injuryin 2011and 2012, she said.
“Sodespite going very well last
year, there was amassive chunk of
vital education, training and
mileage missing. Maybe the
crackswere showing at the
beginning of this season.”

Amarkof 54 leftthem 10th
after dressage — Andrew Hoy and
Cheeky Calimbo led 6n 35.2 — but
they pulled up to fourth after
cross-country. Cheeky Calimbo
was retired after stopping atboth
parts of fence 11—twoangled
brushes four “moving” strides

Nicky Roncoroniand
the promising 10-year-
‘old Stonedgewin

the CCI3*

afteralogdrop —thenat fence14.

"Hefelt better and better the
further we went," said Nicky.
“Considering the size of the area
they had towork with, the track
‘was brilliant — very technical but
fair. The whole event was very
atmospheric, withmusic playing,
abig screennext tothe water and
lots of spectators.”

The pair showjumped clearand,
when thethreeahead of them
faulted, victory was theirs. H&H
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Nations Cup.— 1. (LaBostictiue:
Sam FBW. Hop And Skip.

Lorvdon-Return LD/ Krajeaski} 22 8:2.
Greol Eilin (Vlentno V. Zershers, Weston
V. Watts Burn/N Roncoroni) 158,

Net (Uwuwaszmn
‘Van De Viendel, Anmarschy/A Bleekman,
Concrex Oncarios/T Lips) 253.4.
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