Eventing

EUROPEAN CIC**
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NORTHANTS
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BySarahJenkins

BRITAIN took goldinthe SEIB
European CIC** Championships
forthefirsttime, knocking
Germany off the podium they have
toppedsince 2005.Mary-Anne
Carpenter led the Britishaffront
and secured individual silver inthe
processriding Alles Klar.

Thiscontestis held every other
year forriders who have never
competed at four-star and have
notcompleted a CCI***inthe
pasttwo years.

Aswell as the normal phases of
eventing, there is team dressage,
whereall sixriders completeatest
simultaneously. Things weren't
looking good for Britain after this
— theteamwas 20 points adrift of
leaders Germany.

Teamtrainer Jonathan
Chapman, whoalso came fourth,
explained: “We didn't have the
ideal warm-up due to confusion
over whicharenas we could use
and consequently acouple of our
horsesweretoofresh.

Intheirindividual tests, all six
team members — Jonathan,
Mary-Anne, Rosalind Canter,
Natalie McGoldrick, Emma Castle
and Carol Pearson — upped their
gametohelpclose the gap, but
still Britain lay outside the medals
infourth.

Itwas across country that
Britain proved superior, despite
the worstof starts. Natalie, the
squad'strailblazer,came unstuck
atthe bounce intowater (see
box),and her ride, Promise Me ll,
required veterinary attention.

Butteamorders remainedto
takethedirectroute.
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Agoldenfirst for Britain

British chef d’equipe Richard
Waygood said: "My heartwas in
my mouth, but | didn'tletontothe
team. Natalie wasunfortunate,
her horse locked onand camein
tooquick.”

Thestrategy paid off, asthe
remainder of the Brits cleared the
bounce, despiteafew —including
Carol on Major Promise — having
tosittight.

Britain forges ahead
ATtheend of cross-country day,
Britain heldthe lead. By
comparison, only two Dutch
riders completed, while Germany
and Austria had tworiders
eliminated each.

Belgium faired better, with
Frederik Smet (United) holding
the individual lead, followed by
Austria's Charlotte Dobretsberger
(Excalibur MT) and Mary-Anne,

Thetechnical
showjumping track
wasnotbig,buta

Rosalind Canter, Emma Castle, Jonathan Chapman and Carol Pearson

TEAM
Gold Britain
Silver Belgium
‘\Bronze Germany;,

lotoftightturns andthe arena
beingonaslope caughtriders out.
Jonathan's West Side nudged
fencesix toremove himself from
medal contention. Mary-Anne had
togoclearto secure bronze, and
didsojustinside the time.
Charlotte hung ontosecond
place despite going hell for leather
and bouncing four poles in their
cups.And when Frederik hit the
same brown poles that caught
Jonathanout,andthen took out
thefirstpart of the treble,
Charlotte stepped up to take gold
and Mary-Anne silver.
Mary-Anne, who works for
Lotus Renault GPandisupat 5am
every morning toride, hashad the
now nine-year-old“Alfie" for six
years, having backed him.
“Despite being warmblood, he's
been getting faster cross-country
this year,’she said.

The pair has worked with
trainer Richard onmoving
more forward into lower,

\ wider fences, to encourage

~ Alfietospend lesstimein

r theair."Hecanjumpso
highhe almost scares
himself," explained Richard.

The pairnowheadto
Blenheimfor the eight/

nine-year-old class,asdo
Jonathanand West Side, who
belongs to long-time patrons
Robertand Felicity Norris.
Goldmedallist Charlotte said:
“My horse has always been good

he said. " Training with
Lucinda Greenhas changed how |
ride. lused tomake excuses —
now | ride positively.” H&H

European CIC** Championships

Gold Charlotte
Dobretsberger (AUT)
Silver Mary-Anne
Carpenter (GB)
Bronze Frederik
Smet(BEL)
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Maiy-Anne Carpenter,whagets up

atSam every day tavide before work,
takes individual silver and team
gold for Britain on Alles Klar

THE BOGEY
FENCE

THE bounce of hedges into
water at19 caused problems,
including two horse falls and
onerider fall. Brit Lauren West
was given 20 penaltiesanda
yellow card after jumping the
second hedge from a standstill.
British chef d'equipe Richard
Waygood said: “Youneeded
controlled impulsion. The left-
hand turn before the fence set
the horses up. Then riders had
togive their horsesa secondto
assess the fence before riding
forwards. On landing, they
hadto use their legs to pick
the horse up and ride on no
matterwhat."
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